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* yes, that’s actually the title! 

This is the playbill for:



[NEW VILLAGE ARTS SPONSORS]
PRESENTS

[title of show] was originally produced on Broadway by Kevin McCollum, 
Jeffrey Seller, Roy Miller, Laura Camien, Kris Stewart,  Vineyard Theatre and 
LAMS Productions at the Lyceum Theatre, where it opened on July 17, 2008.

Originally produced by the Vineyard Theatre, New York City, February 2006 
[title of show] was originally presented by Bridge Club Productions at the 
2004 New York Musical Theatre Festival.

[ENSEMBLE SPONSOR]  
Peggy Maher Doherty 

[SETTING] 
The time is now. The day is here.
[It’s a les mis reference. Get it?]
[Set in the present, but written in 2009…so 
expect flip-phone pop culture, Broadway deep 
cuts, and big 'early 2000s gay internet' energy.]

[RUN TIME] 
90 minutes with no intermission.
[Check out the Little Shop of Horrors bathroom; 
they’re my favorite.]

Music & Lyrics by  
JEFF BOWEN
Book by 
HUNTER BELL 
*Yes, that’s really the title of the show!

[this is the cast]
BECCA MYERS................................. [as Susan Blackwell]
TOMMY TRAN.................................. [as Jeff Bowen]
CALEB WOHLGEMUTH.................... [as Hunter Bell]
KYLIE YOUNG.................................. [as Heidi Blickenstaff]
ESMÉ BIRNDORF............................. [Female Swing]
CHRISTIAN DUARTE........................ [Male Swing]
NATHAN WAITS............................... [as Voice of Larry]

[these are the creatives]
DESIREÉ CLARKE MILLER................ [Director]
ERIN VANDERHYDE GROSS............. [Music Director]
KEVIN ‘BLAX’ BURROUGHS............. [Movement Consultant]
NATHAN WAITS............................... [Stage Manager]
ATRIA PIROUZMAND....................... [Scenic Designer]
ALI ROUSTAEI.................................. [Scenic Designer]
JANELLE ARNOLD............................ [Costume Designer]
SAMMY Z WEBSTER........................ [Lighting Designer]
EVAN EASON................................... [Sound Designer]
KENDRA BAROS.............................. [Assistant Stage Manager & Props Designer]
VANESSA DURON............................ [Intimacy Coordinator]
D. CANDIS PAULE............................ [Intimacy Coordinator]
ROBERT JOHNSON.......................... [Rehearsal Accompanist] 
NINA GILBERT................................. [Pianist/Track Creator]
MARYKATE REEVES-HOCHE............ [Volunteer Costume Assistant]
MARCUS RICO.................................. [Sound Engineer]
ZACHARY ELLIOT............................. [Scenic Painter]
GREG ERTEL..................................... [Master Carpenter]JAZZERCISE

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER
GABY HENDRICKS
NINA GILBERT
ROBERT JOHNSON
CARLSBAD CITY LIBRARY 
RICHARD WHO HELPED WITH THE 
PLEXIGLASS
SDSU THEATRE DEPARTMENT

JAY & JULIE SARNO

ALLMINE RESTAURANT

PEGGY MAHER DOHERTY

[SPECIAL THANKS]

[TECH DINNER SPONSORS]

[OPENING NIGHT SPONSOR]

[ENSEMBLE SPONSOR]

[COMMUNITY PARTNER]

We acknowledge that The Dea Hurston New Village Arts Center 
operates on the unceded land of the Payómkawichum (Pye-
om-ko-wi-chom) (Luiseño) and Kumeyaay peoples. We further 
acknowledge that NVA was founded upon exclusions and erasures 
of many Indigenous peoples, including those who are the traditional 
Custodians and First people of the land on which we work, play, 
gather, share, and learn. New Village Arts honors the over 20,000 
current tribal members living in the San Diego area, and promises 
to create a safe space for the local Native Communities to share the 
art, accomplishments, and history of their peoples. This is a starting 
point in our efforts to be more active in our local communities and 
we acknowledge that we have much further to go.
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Dear Audience,
I’m supposed to write something 
profound here about the creative 
process, about—

Wait, what am I doing? I am writing 
about directing a show about writing 
a show, which means I’m basically—
Hold on. Let me start over.

[clears throat]

Dear Audience,

[nervous pause]

—okay, let me just say this: watching 
our cast create this musical night 
after night has reminded me that the 
best art happens when people who 
genuinely love each other get in aroom 
together and dare to be vulnerable. 
Tommy, Kylie, Caleb and Becca aren’t 
just performing friendship on stage—
they’re living it, and you can feel that 
love radiating from every song, every 
joke, every moment of panic when they 
can’t remember—

[sound of pages rustling]

Sorry, Becca just handed me a note that 
says I should mention something about 
“the universality of the creative struggle” 
and “how art imitates life imitates art” 
but honestly, if you want to know what 
this show is about, just watch it. We’re 
literally doing it right now.

Right here.
On this stage.
In front of you...ont of you...ont of you...
ont of you...
[looks up from page]
[sound of pencil scribbling] 
Sorry, I’m literally writing this as 
the house is opening because, well, 
that’s what this show is about—the 
beautiful, messy, collaborative process 
of making something together with the 
people you adore, even when you have 
no idea what you’re doing.
Break a leg, everyone. (Especially you, 
audience. You’re part of this too now.)
With love and organized chaos,
[signature appears to write itself]
P.S.—If anyone figures out how to 
direct a show that directs itself, please 
let me know. I’m still working on it.

[DIRECTOR’S NOTE FROM DESIREÉ CLARKE MILLER]

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
please contact Kristianne 

Kurner, Founder and Executive 
Artistic Director at kristianne@

newvillagearts.org.

NVA IS EXPANDING 
OUR BOARD!



[CAST]

BECCA MYERS (she/they) as Susan Blackwell
Becca is a multi-hyphenate theatre artist: 
producer, actor, singer, director, and 
educator who gets joy from everything 
theatre! Recently credits include: Meg in 
Little Women (Moxie Theatre), Zoom in Our 
Dear Dead Drug Lord (Moxie Theatre), The 
Witch in Hereville, A Nu Musical (JEWCE 

Comic Experience, JFest). Becca is currently working as the 
Interim Literary Associate of The Old Globe Theatre and as the 
Producing Director of the Lipinsky Family San Diego Jewish Arts 
Festival. In 2018, Becca received the Sandy Fisher Award for 
Excellence in the Creative Arts which is awarded for exceptional 
work in theatre, including behind the scenes support, activism, 
and onstage work. @reblmyers NVA DEBUT!

TOMMY TRAN (they/he) as Jeff Bowen
Tommy is a San Diego local, their favorite 
credits include: Cliff in Cabaret (A-List Theatre 
Company); Graffiti Pete in In the Heights 
(SDMT); Roger in Rent (SDMT Academy); 
Steve/Jonathan in Stranger Sings (Oceanside 
Theatre Company); Texas in Trash the Musical 
(Playwrights Project); Ash Williams in Evil 

Dead: The Musical (Tenth Avenue Arts Center). In their free time, 
they enjoy making hot chocolate, drinking hot chocolate, and 
talking about hot chocolate. The best hot chocolate is one that is 
shared with friends. NVA DEBUT!

CALEB WOHLGEMUTH (he/him) as Hunter Bell
Caleb is thrilled to be making his debut with 
New Village Arts! Recent/Favorite credits 
include Beauty and the Beast (Center Stage 
Productions), Hello, Dolly! (Patio Playhouse), 
and Something Rotten! (Center Stage 
Productions). Caleb is also a current Music 
Performance major studying voice under 

Matt Fallesen at Palomar College, and has plans to transfer to a 
four-year performance program. NVA DEBUT!

KYLIE YOUNG (she/her) as Heidi Blickenstaff
Kylie is beyond thrilled to be back at New 
Village Arts! She graduated from UCSD 
with a BA in Theatre. Some of her favorite 
roles include: Katherine in The Taming and 
Miss Wilkinson in Move Over Mrs Markham 
(Scripps Ranch Theatre), Laker Girl in 
Spamalot (Welk Theatre), Megan in Puffs 

(Tenth Avenue Arts), Dora Bailey/Ensemble in Singin’ in the 
Rain (New Village Arts), and Lina in Cry It Out (Moxie Theatre). 
She would like to thank her loved ones for supporting her in 
all of her performing endeavors! Follow her on Instagram and 
TikTok: @strangesparkles

ESMÉ BIRNDORF (she/her), Female Swing
Esmé, originally from San Diego and a 
recent graduate of the Chicago College of 
Performing Arts, is thrilled to be making 
her New Village Arts debut in [title of show]! 
Some of her favorite prior roles include Alice 
in Alice by Heart (OB Playhouse), Jane Doe in 
Ride the Cyclone (Trinity Theatre Company), 

and Ariel in The Little Mermaid (Encore! Theatre). Esmé would 
also like to thank this incredible cast and brilliant creative team 
for all of their support and for making this such a wonderful 
experience. NVA DEBUT!

CHRISTIAN DUARTE (he/him), Male Swing
Christian Duarte is tremendously excited 
to be making his New Village Arts debut. 
After graduating from Coronado School of 
the Arts (CoSA), the San Diego native has 
received his B.A. in Theatre and Community 
from UC Santa Barbara. You may have seen 
him in Cygnet Theatre's La Cage aux Folles 

as Hannah from Hamburg and Teatro San Diego's & Oceanside 
Theatre Company's production of Songs from a New World as 
Man #2. NVA DEBUT!

Make sure to follow New Village Arts 
on social media & follow our Instagram 

page for all things happening on the 
White Family Next Stage!

@nvanextstage

[SONG LIST]

1. “Untitled Opening Number”...................................................Company

2. “Two Nobodies In New York”.............................................. Jeff, Hunter

3. “An Original Musical”.................................... Jeff, Blank Paper (Hunter)

4. “Monkeys And Playbills”........................................................Company

5. “TheTony Award Song”....................................................... Jeff, Hunter

6. “Part Of It All”.................................................................... Jeff, Hunter

7. “I Am Playing Me”............................................................ Heidi, Others

8. “What Kind Of Girl Is She?”................................................ Heidi, Susan

9. “Die Vampire, Die!”......................................................... Susan, Others

10. “Filling Out The Form”..........................................................Company

11. “Montage Part 1: September Song”......................................Company

12. “Montage Part 2: Secondary Characters”..................................Heidi, Susan

13. “Montage Part 3: Development Medley”...............................Company

14. “Change It, Don’t Change It”.................................................Company

15. “Awkward Photo Shoot”.......................................................Company

16. “A Way Back To Then”................................................................. Heidi

17. “Nine People’s Favorite Thing”..............................................Company

18. “Finale”...............................................................................Company

STAY UP TO DATE WITH OUR EDUCATION 
INSTAGRAM PAGE FOR ALL UPCOMING 
CLASSES, WORKSHOPS, AND MORE!

@NEWVILLAGEARTSEDUCATION



DESIREÉ CLARKE MILLER (she/her), Director
Desireé is a director, actor, producer and the Executive Artistic 
Director of MOXIE Theatre in San Diego, CA. She received her 
BFA in Acting from AMDA: College and Conservatory of the 
Performing Arts and is a graduate of the British American 
Drama Academy.  Desireé is also a 2024 Old Globe Theatre 
Classical Directing Fellow. Select directing credits include 
Powers New Voices Festival: Community Voices (The Old Globe), 
The Counter, Our Dear Dead Drug Lord, Man and Moon, and 
Mother of the Maid (MOXIE Theatre), Monsters Of The American 
Cinema (Diversionary Theatre), Gruesome Playground Injuries 
(Reading, Coyote StageWorks - Desert Theatre League Award). 
Desireé also specializes in devised theatre with an emphasis 
on vulnerable populations. She is currently directing and 
co-writing a new play titled This Time as part of a partnership 
with Voices Of Our City Choir, La Jolla Playhouse and MOXIE 
Theatre. Follow her on IG: @thedesireeclarkemiller

ERIN VANDERHYDE GROSS (she/her), Music Director
Erin is excited to be back at New Village Arts wearing a different 
hat! She graduated from SDSU with a bachelors in Theater and 
Music. She is extremely grateful to New Village Arts for giving a 

Specialty Award (recognition for his entire body of work in 2022), 
a Craig Noel nominated director (First Date), multi-nominee and 
winner of Broadway World Regional Awards, Co-Founder/Artistic 
Director for Teatro San Diego, and Resident Lighting Designer 
for the Southwestern College Dance Department. Other Credits 
include Oceanside Theatre Company, Carlsbad Playreaders, 
Moonlight Stage Productions, CCAE Theatricals, San Diego Rep, 
Cygnet Theatre and others. IG: @blaxparadise

NATHAN WAITS (he/him), Stage Manager,  Voice of Larry, 
Music Technician
Nathan has been stage managing and building sets for 
productions around San Diego for about 10 years. Previously, 
he has served as the master carpenter for 1222 Oceanfront: A 
Black Family Christmas  and Fun Home, and stage manager for 
Desert Rock Garden, Jez Butterworth’s The Ferryman, Singin’ in 
the Rain, Doubt, Fun Home, The 39 Steps, 8-Track: The Sounds 
of the ‘70s, Miracle on 34th Street: A Live Musical Radio Play, 
The Half Life of Marie Curie, Sandra Delgado’s La Havana 
Madrid, and The Mountaintop (New Village Arts). He served as 
the resident set builder for Scripps Ranch Theatre (Lucky Stiff, 
Extreme Home Makeover, The Outsider, I Hate Hamlet, The 
Taming, and more), the master carpenter for The Roustabouts 
(Guntopia, Hand to God, True West), and the resident set 
builder/designer for Sage Creek High School (Les Miserables, 
Chicago, Legally Blonde, Into the Woods, Shakespeare in Love 
and many more). Enjoy the show!

ATRIA PIROUZMAND (she/her), Scenic Designer
Atria is a Persian, Southern California–based scenic and 
production designer. She received her Master’s degree from San 
Diego State University. This production marks her debut at New 
Village Arts. Her past design and co-design credits include A 
New Brain at the Prebys Stage; Little Women and Our Dear Dead 
Drug Lord at Moxie Theatre; Measure for Measure at New Swan 
Shakespeare Festival; The House of Bernarda Alba, Ziggy, Stardust 
and Me, and Love’s Labor’s Lost at the Prebys Stage; and Into the 
Woods at Claire Trevor Theatre.

ALI ROUSTAEI (he/him), Scenic Designer
Ali is a scenic designer based in Southern California. His recent 
credits include Rent, Lucky Me, Ziggy, Stardust & Me, and Love’s 
Labor’s Lost at San Diego State University. Other design work 
includes Little Women and Our Dear Dead Drug Lord (Moxie 
Theatre), Mariology (Critical Mass Performance Group), Into the 
Woods (UC Irvine), and Future Tripping (LOFT Ensemble). Ali holds 
an MFA in Design and Technology from San Diego State University 
and a BA in Film & Media Studies and Drama from the University 
of California, Irvine. Visit: aliroustaei.com

lot of her first such as her first professional show as Enid/Kate in 
Legally Blonde the musical and now her first regional musical 
direction production credit. While 2025 has been a year of 
Music Directing (5th production this year)Erin can still be seen 
performing around San Diego. Her most recent performance at 
NVA was in Color Purple as a church lady/Sophia understudy 
where she got to go on and perform that role. She would like to 
give a huge shout out to her husband, Chris and her son August. 
I love you both so much.

KEVIN ‘BLAX’ BURROUGHS (he/him), Movement Consultant
Artistic Director at Oceanside Theatre Company, Kevin is described 
as a “Theatrical Swiss Army Knife” for his roles as performer, 
director, choreographer and lighting designer. He is honored to 
return to New Village Arts Theatre as the Movement Consultant 
for [title of show]. He was last seen working with NVA on The Color 
Purple as the Lighting Designer & Assistant Choreographer. Select 
Choreographer/Movement Credits include 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee (SDMT), First Date (OnStage Playhouse), The 
Wiz, Songs For A New World, In Pieces (Teatro San Diego), James & The 
Giant Peach (Southwestern College), Carrie The Musical, Urinetown, 
and others. He is the 2022 Craig Noel recipient of the Outstanding 

JANELLE ARNOLD (she/her), Costume Designer
Janelle was born and raised in Portland, Oregon with a 
background in Apparel Design from Marist College in New 
York. She has showcased size inclusive ready to wear apparel 
collections in both Fashion Week San Diego and Portland Fashion 
Week. Her costume design journey began in Portland, where she 
worked with World Stage Theatre for their productions of Who I 
am Celebrating Me and Once on This Island. Since moving to San 
Diego she has worked at Sesame Place as a Costume Specialist, 
the Moxie as a Dresser for Little Women, and Costume Designer 
for The Counter. This is her first production with New Village Arts 
Theatre and she is very excited to join this team of creatives!

SAMMY Z WEBSTER (he/they), Lighting Designer
Sammy Webster is a Lighting Designer from Nashville, 
Tennessee. They have earned a Master of Fine Arts from San 
Diego State University in Lighting Design and Technology; as 
well as a Bachelor of Science in TV and Film Production from 
Middle Tennessee State University. Recent designs include: 

[CREATIVES][CREATIVES]



[CREATIVES]

the world premiere of both When We Are Found at Penumbra 
Theatre, and Cleopatra at Moxie Theatre, A New Brain, The 
Last Days of Judas Iscariot, Mr. Burns: A Post-Electric Play, and 
more.  Sammy has been the lighting assistant at venues such 
as: La Jolla Playhouse, Tennessee Performing Arts Center, and 
Cygnet Theatre. They are an adjunct professor of lighting design 
at Grossmont Community College and a freelance designer for 
stories and events they are passionate about. “A Way Back to 
Then makes me cry every time; keep that inner child alive.” To 
see more of Sammy’s work, visit: Szwdesign.com 

KENDRA BAROS (she/her), Assistant Stage Manager  
& Props Designer
She is a BA Theatre graduate of Cal Poly San Luis Obispo. She has 
stage managed I Need A Beer with the San Diego Fringe Festival, 
and A Hearty Poway Legend for Poway’s 60th anniversary. As well 
as ASM for Our Dear Dead Drug Lord at Moxie. In College she was 
an ASM for Our Town and Shelter at Cal Poly SLO; and is ecstatic 
to return to NVA for [title of show] after working on La Havana 
Madrid earlier this year!

VANESSA DURON (she/her), Intimacy Coordinator
Vanessa is a queer identifying Intimacy Coordinator, director 
and actor based in San Diego. Her credits for Intimacy 
Coordination include Little Women (MOXIE Theatre), 
Our Dear Dead Drug Lord (MOXIE Theatre), Romeo and 
Juliet (Southwestern College), Much Ado About Nothing 
(Southwestern College),  Cleopatra (MOXIE Theatre), Notes On 
Killing Seven Oversight, Management, and Economic Stability 
Board Members (MOXIE Theatre).

D. CANDIS PAULE (she/her), Intimacy Coordinator
D. Candis Paule has worked throughout San Diego as an 
advocate for actors, and a liaison between actors and 
production for stage or on-camera scenes that involve 
simulated sex acts, nudity/hyper-exposed work, and/or 
intimate physical contact.  She offers expertise in order 
to support the director’s vision while working within the 
performer’s personal boundaries.  In addition, she works 
to create a safe space for sensitive subject matter when the 
material presents content that is possibly triggering.

NINA GILBERT (she/her), Pianist/Track Creator
Nina Gilbert has been NVA’s invisible pianist behind Mary Bennet 
in Miss Bennet: Christmas at Pemberley, and Cosmo Brown in 
Singin’ in the Rain. She music-directed Singin’ in the Rain and 
Avenue Q for NVA, is currently music-directing Head over Heels 
for Coronado Playhouse, and serves as music director for the 
Congregational Church of La Jolla. 

MARYKATE REEVES-HOCHE (she/her), Costume Assistant
Volunteer within the costume team permanently assigned to the 
theater. She enjoys working with each of the costume designers 
on each show as an ongoing learning opportunity. A retired 
scientist with a passion for textiles. 

EVAN EASON (he/him), Sound Designer
Evan is thrilled to be returning to New Village Arts! Some of his 
previous work includes: Miracle on 34th Street: A Live Musical 
Radio Play, The Thanksgiving Play, Into the Woods, Beehive: The 
60s Musical (New Village Arts), A Streetcar Named Desire (Backyard 
Renaissance), What the Constitution Means to Me, Incident at Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help, Intimate Apparel, The Cherry Orchard (North 
Coast Repertory), Evita, Lady Day at Emerson’s Bar and Grill (Cygnet), 
Eighty-Sixed, The Mystery of Irma Vep (Diversionary), The Two 
Gentlemen of Verona, Measure for Measure (USD/The Old Globe), 
Pick Me Last, Emily Driver’s Great Race Through Time and Space (La 
Jolla Playhouse), Good Trouble (Blindspot Collective). Evan also 
works at The Old Globe Theatre as the Assistant Sound Director. 

MARCUS RICO (he/him), Sound Engineer
Marcus graduated from Mt. San Jacinto College with an AA in 
Audio Technology. Recent NVA productions include La Havana 
Madrid, I Can Cook, Too!, Love, Linda, Miracle on 34th Street: A Live 
Musical Radio Play, The Color Purple, Fun Home, Doubt,  Leonard 
Bernstein's New York (Sound Designer/Sound Engineer), Into 
the Woods (Sound Engineer), 1222 Oceanfront: A Black Family 
Christmas (Sound Engineer), Beehive (Sound Engineer), Murder 
for Two (Sound Engineer), Around the World in 80 Days (Sound 
Engineer), Little Shop of Horrors (Sound Engineer), and The 
Roommate (Co-Sound Designer). 

JEFF BOWEN (he/him), Music & Lyrics
Jeff Bowen wrote the music and lyrics for and starred in the 
Broadway musical [title of show] (Obie Award). Additionally, 
he has written music and lyrics for Now. Here. This. (Vineyard 
Theatre), Villains Tonight! (Walt Disney Company), and the theme 
songs for the web series the [title of show] show and Squad '85. His 
songs can be heard on the original cast albums of [title of show] 
and Now. Here. This., as well as Broadway Bares Openings and Over 
the Moon: The Broadway Lullaby Project. He is a proud member 
of ASCAP, AEA, the Writers Guild, the Dramatists Guild and the 
National Audubon Society. He serves as a faculty member of the 
National Theatre Institute at the Eugene O'Neill Theatre Center.

HUNTER BELL (he/him), Book
Hunter earned an Obie Award, a Drama League nomination, and 
a Tony nomination for Best Book of a Musical for the Broadway 
musical [title of show]. Other credits include books for Now. 

Here. This., Found (Drama Desk Nomination, Outstanding Book 
of a Musical), Silence! The Musical (Lucille Lortel Nomination, 
Outstanding Musical), Bellobration! (Ringling Bros. Circus), 
Villains Tonight! (Disney Cruise Lines), Other World, and Julie 
Andrews' The Great American Mousical. He is a co-creator of the 
web series the [title of show] show and has developed television 
with ABC Studios. Hunter is a proud graduate and distinguished 
alumnus of Webster University's Conservatory of Theatre Arts, a 
member of the Dramatists Guild, Writers Guild, and a MacDowell 
Fellow. @huntbell

KRISTIANNE KURNER (she/her), Founder & Executive 
Artistic Director
Kristianne founded New Village Arts in 2001, and she has 
grown the organization from a starting budget of $2,500 with 
two employees to a current budget of $1.6 million with over 20 
employees. Trained as an actor and director, she has worked on 
every NVA theatrical production. Her directing credits include 
Awake & Sing! The Weir, The Trip to Bountiful, True West, Sailor’s 
Song, The Waverly Gallery, A Lie of the Mind, and the premiere 
outside of Broadway and London of Jez Butterworth’s The 
Ferryman. Her work has received numerous awards, including 

San Diego Theatre Critics Circle and KPBS Awards for Theatre 
Excellence. She is the recipient of the Clare Rose Sabbatical 
Award from Fieldstone Leadership Network and serves on the 
Board of the Carlsbad Chamber of Commerce. Education: BFA 
Theatre, College of William & Mary; MFA Acting, the Actors 
Studio/New School. Kristianne will be directing The Apiary 
later this season.

KALI BOSTON (she/her), Artistic Producer
Originally from Massachusetts, Kali moved to California to pursue 
her passion in producing and directing. After graduating from 
the University of California, San Diego with a BA in Theatre, 
Kali has been a part of many different theaters and festivals 
including: The Mountaintop, La Havana Madrid, The Half-Life 
of Marie Curie, Miracle on 34th Street: A Live Musical Radio Play,  
8-TRACK: The Sounds of the ‘70s, The Color Purple, The 39 Steps, 
Fun Home, 1222 OceanFront: A Black Family Christmas (Producer, 
NVA), Jewish Arts Festival 2024 (Production Manager), Doubt 
(Production Manager), A Weekend with Pablo Picasso (Assistant 
Director, NVA), Heathers: The Musical (Producer/Director, Zorina 
Productions). Kali will be directing the hit Broadway musical 
Hairspray later here at NVA this season!

[CREATIVES]



THREE, FOUR & FIVE SHOW 
SUBSCRIPTIONS AVAILABLE!

Call the Box Office at 760.433.3245 or email 
us at info@newvillagearts.org.

CREATE. CONNECT. CARRY ON.
NEW VILLAGE ARTS | 2787 STATE STREET | CARLSBAD VILLAGE | 760.433.3245 | NEWVILLAGEARTS.ORG

WELCOME TO SEASON 24 2025-2026

AUG 8–SEP 21 / 2025 OCT 31–DEC 24 / 2025

JAN 23–FEB 22 / 2026 MAR 27–APR 26 / 2026

JUN 5–JUL 19 / 2026

MUSIC BY Marc Shaiman
BOOK BY Thomas Meehan and Mark O’Donnell
LYRICS BY Marc Shaiman and Scott Wittman
BASED ON THE NEW LINE CINEMA FILM,  
WRITTEN ANDDIRECTED BY John Waters
DIRECTED BY Kali Boston, NVA Artistic Producer
CHOREOGRAPHY BY Kevin “Blax” Burroughs

WRITTEN BY Mindy Kaling and Brenda Withers
DIRECTED BY Patrice Amon, Dea Hurston Professional Fellow

WRITTEN BY Kate Douglas
DIRECTED BY Kristianne Kurner, Founder and Executive Artistic Director

BOOK, MUSIC, AND LYRICS BY Jonathan Larson
DIRECTED BY Kym Pappas
MUSIC DIRECTED BY Elena Correia
CHOREOGRAPHY BY Tamara Rodriguez

MUSIC AND LYRICS BY Jeff Bowen
BOOK BY Hunter Bell
DIRECTED BY Desireé Clarke Miller
MUSICAL DIRECTOR Erin Vanderhyde
MOVEMENT BY Kevin “Blax” Burroughs



RENT was originally produced in New York by New York Theatre Workshop and on Broadway by Jeffrey Seller, Kevin McCollum, Allan S. Gordon and New York Theatre Workshop. 
RENT is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI). All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI. www.mtishows.com.

BOOK, MUSIC, AND LYRICS BY Jonathan Larson
DIRECTED BY Kym Pappas
MUSIC DIRECTED BY Elena Correia
CHOREOGRAPHY BY Tamara Rodriguez

OCT 31–DEC 24 / 2025
NEW VILLAGE ARTS | 2787 STATE STREET | CARLSBAD VILLAGE | 760.433.3245 | NEWVILLAGEARTS.ORG

previews OCT 31–NOV 7

“RENT is theatre at its best: passionate, 

exuberant, uplifting, and joyous.” —Theatermania

Ask the Box Office about becoming an Artist Advocate today!



THE WHITE FAMILY NEXT STAGE is New 
Village Arts’ hub for dynamic events that go 
beyond traditional theatre. Named in honor 
of the White family’s generous support, 
this space is designed to inspire creativity, 
connection, and lifelong learning. From 
improv nights to educational workshops, the 
Next Stage brings people together through 
the power of shared experiences.

SCAN CODE TO VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
FOR EVENT DATES & TIMES!

THANKS TO  
JR ORGANICS  
FOR HOSTING OUR 

SUMMER GATHERING!



New Village Arts had the profound honor of 
working alongside the late Dea Hurston, a 
visionary arts leader who passed away on 
July 7, 2024. For over 30 years, Dea was a 
driving force in San Diego’s arts ecology as 
an underwriter, arts commissioner, and 
community advocate.

As a young girl, Dea was denied access to 
music lessons and artistic opportunities 
due to the racist attitudes and laws of her 
time. She transformed those early barriers 
into a lifelong mission: to open doors for 
others. Dea championed opportunities for 
women and artists of color, such as actors, 
directors, designers, and playwrights, and 
she left an indelible mark on the region’s 
arts landscape.

In January 2023, we proudly dedicated 
our building as the Dea Hurston New 
Village Arts Center, marking it as the first 

arts center in the United States outside of 
New York to be named in honor of a Black 
woman. Dea’s legacy also lives on through 
the Dea Hurston Fellowship, which provides 
paid training, mentorship, and professional 
artistic opportunities for women, BIPOC, 
and other underrepresented theatre artists 
and students in San Diego.

While Dea’s endless work in the theatre 
community is widely known, it is her sense 
of humor, wit, and strength that stay with 
us. You couldn’t get through a conversation 
with her without laughing until you were 
in tears. Her joy was contagious, and when 
you needed her, Dea had a wonderful ability 
to make you feel like the only person in the 
room and gave you all of her attention. 

Dea’s impact endures every day, in this 
building, in our programs, and in the countless 
lives she touched.

To Learn More about the Dea 
Hurston Fellowship, please 

visit the link in our QR Code: 

THE DHF IS MADE POSSIBLE 
THANKS TO THE SUPPORT OF:

Miki Vale

Patrice Amon
Director, Matt & Ben

Aaron Gomes 
Performer

Bryttney-Mischele Salvant

Lilea Alvarez
Mentored by Delicia Turner-Sonnenberg

Photo Credit: Sai Surel

Mentored by Eric Tippeconnic
Photo Credit: Michael Ward

Mentored by Marc Akiyama, Kevin “Blax” 
Burroughs, and Evan Eason

Photo Credit: Michael Taylor

WE PROUDLY CELEBRATE 
THE CULMINATION OF AN 
EXTRAORDINARY SEASON 
OF ARTISTRY FROM OUR  

2024-2025 
Dea Hurston 
Professional 

Fellows:

ABOUT DEA HURSTON INTRODUCING THE 2025-2026  
DEA HURSTON PROFESSIONAL FELLOWS

PURCHASE MIKI’S 
BOOK HERE!



TO THE FUTURE

HELP US

BUILD THE BRIDGE

SUPPORT

SCAN TO 
LEARN MORE

ALL GIFTS ARE MATCHED $1:$1 BY

New Village Arts is a community-supported not-for-profit company. 
Your contribution will qualify as a charitable contribution. NVA’s Federal Tax ID # is: #52-2320930. 

November 2001, Magee Park, Carlsbad

2007-2023 (pre-renovation), 2787 State Street, Carlsbad Village

2002-2007, the corporate 

headquarters of Jazzercise, Inc. 2023 & Beyond—the Future of NVA!
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Help us meet our final goal of 
$250,000 by December 31st, 2025

$125,000 Dec. 31, 2024 Goal (COMPLETED!)

$250,000 June 20, 2025 Goal (COMPLETED!)



EXECUTIVE PRODUCER  |  $50,000 and above
Jack and Valerie Cumming • City of Carlsbad • Endeavor Bank • Jazzercise • Conrad Prebys Foundation  

• Ray Charles Foundation • The Myers Family Trust • US Bank
SPONSOR  |  $25,000 – $49,999

Ginn Family Foundation • K.A. Keller • County of San Diego’s Board of Supervisors • Scott and Donna White  
and the White Family Trust  

PRODUCER  |  $15,000 – $24,999
The Barter Family • California Arts Council • Peggy Maher Doherty • Peace Thru Art • Mary and Jack E. Kerr, Jr.

CO-PRODUCER  |  $10,000 – $14,999
Dr. Donald and Becky Sciglimpaglia • Patrick Farley • Janet Heidorn • Tippett Foundation • Larry Low and Mikayla Lay • M. Wesley 

Marx and Judith Marx in memory of Wesley Marx • Sahm Family Foundation • Youths Friends Association
DIRECTOR  |  $5,000 – $9,999

Thomas C. Janecek • Christine Lakeland • Jay and Julie Sarno* • Jocelyn Shannon
ENSEMBLE  |  $2,500 – $4,999

Anonymous • Harry and Kim Arnett • Kathy and Robert Brombacher • Janell Cannon • Anthony Collins • Bill and Kathy Deering • Judy and Bill Garrett 
• Andreas and Kathryn Graf • Dea and Osborn Hurston • Trudy Mangrum • Marilyn J. Myers • Dr. Mary Katherine Reeves-Hoche • Mark Silver and 

Katherine Michaud • Louis Storrow • Dr. Zoe Lynne Thrope • Peggy Ann Wallace • Erica Marie Weisz • Barbara & Bill Weiler • William and Sally Willis

ACTOR  |  $1,000 – $2,499 
California Lawyers for the Arts • Barrio Glassworks • Carl and Colette Burke • Chris and Kay Byrnes •  Nancy Cunningham • Andrew DeCaminada • Katie Desai  
• Margie Frazee • Trevor Frerking • Bill and Judy Garret • Merryl Goldberg • In loving memory of Jim and Pat Hansen • Erin and James Jenkins in memory of Mike 
Hunter • Dr. Michael and Harriet Humphrey • Cassie and John Langan • Aymeric Lecanu-Fayet • Philip Lurie • Edward Koch • Ellen and Steve Mitgang • Charles 
Mol • Nielsen Family Trust • Mark Page • Marianne and Mike Pekala • Laura and Doug Pettit • Phillips + Co. Real Estate • Milena Sellers Phillips • Candace Sage 
• Teresa Shaffer • Alan and Eve Stall • Dr. Karen Seal Stewart • Jean Walker • Weinberger Family Foundation • Witch Creek Winery • Dr. Maria and Randy Zack

PARTNER  |  $500 – $999
Anonymous • Carlsbad Rotary Foundation • Agua Hedionda Lagoon Foundation • San Diego Symphony • Brenda Beckett • Jill Bruzga • Michael Carson • Ed Colson • June 
Chocheles • Girish Balachandran & Linda Clerkson • Joan & Doug Cumming • Doll Family Trust • Celeste Edmonston • Mike Farrell • The Foote Family • David and Becky Ebershoff 
• Dr. Moneé Gardner & Trent Gardner • Dale and Rita Geldert • Susan Gembrowski Baker and Rex Baker • Lanette Granger • Julie Halliday • Andie Harvey • Dr. Peter and Mrs. 
Megan Hoagland • Beth Hulsart • John and Shanta Hurston • Neal and Vivien Joebchen • Dr. David K Jordan • Elizabeth Kaufmann • Jo Marie & Dean Kessler • Jessica Kretzer  
• Bob and Karen Lennon • Christian Lloyd Silvela • Susan and Howard Locker • Jim Mickelson • Ann and Bruce Mortland • Nishi-Cashour Trust • Grand Pacific Resorts • Mr. Garey 
Willard Ramey and Mrs. Valerie Ann Ramey • Lorrine M. Reich • Blanca Rincon • The Raskin Family Foundation • Todd Salovey • Stephen K. Seaborg • Tanya Sternberg • Don 
Stump • Joel Tabachnick • Mike and Barb Thompson • Marty and Vern Ummel • Beth Urech and Mark Gillingham • Julie & Jeff Walker • The Ward Family • Craig Wheatcroft

ENTHUSIAST  |  $100 – $499
Efren Abieras • Paula Alexander • Mary Arana • Gale Ashleigh • Deborah Bair • Cathy Baron • Bradford Bates • Dr. Geoffrey Bell • Valerie Bennett • Gena Greher and Larry Berger • Denise & Lon Bevers • 
Donna Billmeyer • Susan Boland • Gerilyn Brault • Larry Brem • Michael Brindell • Clark Burnett • Jill Bruzga • Dawn Calvetti • Marilyn Campbell • Denyce Carter • Mary Alice Cedrone • Carol and Robert Clark 
• Brady Clay • Michelle Conde in honor of Alix Conde • Eloise Coopersmith • Gigi Cramer • Tom Daugherty & Jacquelyn Ritz • Christine Davis • Doug Dawson • Carol Dedrich • Christine and Michael Dicken • 
The Honorable Kevin Doyle • Paul and Marsha Dufour • Gene and Joyce Evenskaas Family Trust • Joseph Faletti • Patricia Flaherty • Shawnta Fleming • Mike Farrell • Todd and Jeanne Frommelt • Elizabeth 
Gillespie • Caroline Gunner • Ron Ham • May Hamza • Bonnie Hanlon • Steven and Julia Huff • Joann & Mark Hayden • Bryant Hernandez • Maxine Hesse • Sara Hoff in memory of Louise Crane • Dr. H. Barry 
and Lucy V. Holt • Nancy Huelsmann • Daniel Jaquez • Gary Karelis • Rosemarie Kubes • Laura Kurner • John and Kelly Labeta • Chris LaZich & Naomi Stevens • Harry & Kay Leibowitz • Ethan + Landon L. • 
Barbara & Griff Lewis • Thomas K. & Beverley Ann Lindsey • Andrew Lippman • John and Pam Lundblad • Joan and John Lynn • Monica Martin • Mandi Maycumber • Jackie Mazur • Helen & Jim McCarthy 
• Ann McDonald  • Angela McMillen • Louis & Judi Mezzullo • Cheri and Steve Monis • Dorothy and Ron Moore • Kelly Moore-Stewart • Marion Mullins • Deborah L. Murphy • Janis Musante • Janis Musante 
• Susan Nixon • Paul and Julie Nygaard • Chris and Mike O'Donnell • Ed Parish and Ann Speraw • Orlando Perez • Paul Peters • Kim and Jennifer Prisk • Lisa Rodman • Barbara Rubin • Amy Rypins • Gail 
Saito • Adele Saleh • Alan Salton • Marie Schumacher • Roy Sekigahama • Donna M. Shaw • Lynn Smith • Joseph Smith • Terry Sonnack • Ed Parish and Anne Speraw • Tiffany and Jacques Spitzer • Teresa 
Starinieri • Adriane Stebbins • Marla Stevens & Ralph Thomas • Joan and Peter Suffredini • Dr. David E. Summers • Rebecca Theilmann • Gail Tolleson • Mae C Tucker • Rosie Marks • Carole & Jerry Ursetti 
• Kevin and Dorian Valles • Mac VanDuzer • Joanne Volpe • June Walker • Rich and Sheri Walls • Wende and Gene West • Robin White • Betty Winchester • Judy Woiemberghe • Jerry and Tina Wolsborn 
• Chris Wood • Samuel Woodhouse and Linda Nickell • Christopher and Susan Wortmann • Amy Wrench and Steve Davis • The Young Family • Janet Yamaoka • Candace Young-Schult • Sandra Zarcades

THANK YOU TO OUR 2025 GALA DONORS & SPONSORS!
Apex 365 • Dr Lee AcuSuccess • The San Diego Museum of Art • Oceanside Museum of Art • Monica Martin Fine Arts • US Bank • Candle Bar • Napatini Wine Bar • Havana Cabana • Janell Cannon • 
Jalisco Cantina • Taste of Carlsbad Village • Mike Carson • Farmhouse Catering • Living Coast Discovery Center • Carlsbad Golf Center • Paul E. Peters Chiropractic Inc. • Cicciotti's • El Camino Country 
Club • Ed Colson • Oceanside Theatre Company • Emerald Isle Golf Course • City Cruises • Joan Cumming • Christine Davis • Bill & Kathy Deering • Peggy Maher Doherty • Cameron Fitness • The Flower 
Fields • Agua Hedionda Lagoon Foundation • 264 Fresco • Froglanders • Barrio Glassworks • The Old Globe • Merryl Goldberg • Kathryn & Andreas Graf • Bluewater Grill • Senor Grubbys • Handel's • 
Bryant Hernandez • Via Vai Cucina Italiana • Viggilucci Cucina Italiana • Jeune et Jolie • Horace Jones • K.A. Keller • Jack Kerr • Ohh La La • Cassie Langan • Susan Locker • Lofty • Monica Martin • Susan 
McBride and Gina McBride, Animal House Pet Care • Moonlight Cultural Foundation • The San Diego Natural History Museum • The San Diego Air and Space Museum • Museum of Making Music • 
The Myers Family • San Diego Opera • Save our Heritage Organisation • Kids for Peace • Laurie & Doug Pettit • Susan Posner • Del Mar Photographics • Pure Project • Blanca Rincon • Shari Roberts • 
Dr. Fred Ruben & Dr. Mary Kate Reeves-Hoche • Bitchin Sauce • Gretchen Schroeder • Don & Becky Sciglimpagilia • Carlsbad By The Sea • Shootz • Village Rock Shop • Copper Cane Spirits • Kirt and 
Leslie Stephenson • San Diego Symphony • Pure Taco • Zoe Lynne Thrope • Vigilucci's • California Watersports • Witch Creek Winery • Carruth Winery • Solterra Winery • Chris & Susan Wortmann

*Gifts Given through Funds at the Jewish Community Foundation.
This listing reflects gifts received between July 30th, 2024 to July 30th, 2025.  We are grateful for the generosity of our donors and have made every effort to ensure accuracy in the 

donor listing. To report an error, please contact Bre Eugenio at bre@newvillagearts.org or 760.433.3245.

THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS DONORS, IT TAKES A VILLAGE!DONOR SPOTLIGHT

THERE ARE MANY WAYS TO MAKE A GIFT

New Village Arts is a community-supported not-for-profit company. Your contribution will 
qualify as a charitable contribution. NVA’s Federal Tax ID # is: #52-2320930.

	• MAIL A CHECK to New Village Arts, 2787 State Street, Carlsbad, CA 92008
	• VISIT THE WEBSITE at  newvillagearts.org/donate
	• Consider becoming a MONTHLY DONOR and GIVING YEAR-ROUND!
	• ATTEND A FUNDRAISING EVENT 
	• DONATE STOCK
	• If you are at least age 701/2, you may DONATE YOUR IRA, 401K OR 403B required 
minimum distribution (RMD) directly to NVA and avoid federal income taxes on your gift

	• REACH OUT to Founder and Executive Artistic Director Kristianne Kurner at 760-845-
8020 or kristianne@newvillagearts.org. She’s happy to meet and discuss the best 
options for your giving!  

SCAN TO 
DONATE

IT’S OUR PEOPLE WHO MAKE US WHO WE ARE AND WE ARE SO 
GRATEFUL TO HAVE YOU AS PART OF OUR VILLAGE!

“I have been amazed at the quality 
of NVA performances, the number 
of performances that offer a 
new perspective or challenge my 
thinking, and I absolutely love 
NVA’s commitment to featuring a 
diverse group of incredibly talented 
actors—from the well known to 
those up and coming.”	
—Peggy Maher Doherty, 

Ensemble Sponsor for  
[title of show]

“We are proud to have 
supported NVA for 20 years 
and are thrilled to see how 
it has become a significant 
part of the San Diego 
performing arts scene.”
—Jay & Julie Sarno

New Village Arts holds a very special place in our hearts—it’s where we got married on New 
Year’s Eve 2023, surrounded by creativity, love, and the vibrant spirit of community. As lifelong 
lovers of the theatre, we are drawn to the power of storytelling to connect people, spark 
dialogue, and inspire change.
We are deeply committed to supporting New Village Arts’ mission of promoting diversity and 
inclusivity. We believe that everyone deserves a space where they can feel seen, heard, and 
valued—and this theatre does just that. The arts have a unique ability to uplift and empower, 
especially for those who need a place to feel safe and supported. 
New Village Arts is more than a theatre; it’s a home for the human spirit. We feel honored to be 
part of this beautiful, bold, and inclusive community. 	
—Brian & Victoria Myers




