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Original Broadway production produced by Jean Doumanian, Sonia 
Friedman Productions, Ambassador Theatre Group, Raise the Roof 7, Ted 
Snowdon, Alhadeff Productions/Lauren Doll, B Square + 4 Productions/
Broadway Across America, Jacki Barlia Florin/Cooper Federman, Ronnie 
Planalp/Moellenberg Taylor and Marla Rubin Productions/Blumenthal 
Performing Arts, in association with Scott Delman.

THE MOUNTAINTOP was developed at the Lark Play Development Center, 
New York City, and was first produced by Theatre 503 in June 2009 and 
further produced at Trafalgar Studio One in July 2009 by Sonia Friedman 
Productions and Jean Doumanian, Tali Pelman for Ambassador Theatre 
Group, Bob Bartner, Freddy DeMann, Jerry Frankel, Ted Snowdon and 
Marla Rubin Productions Ltd.

THE MOUNTAINTOP was developed at the 2008 Bay Area Playwrights 
Festival, a program of the Playwrights Foundation (Amy L. Mueller, 
Artistic Director). +Member of IATSE, United Scenic Artists, Local USA 829

CAST

CREATIVE TEAM

DeAndre Simmons........................................ DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.
Taylor Renee Henderson................................ CAMAE
Allyce Calloway.............................................. CAMAE UNDERSTUDY

Director........................................................ DURWOOD MURRAY JR.
Stage Manager ............................................. NATHAN WAITS
Scenic Designer............................................. CHRISTOPHER SCOTT MURILLO+ 
Projections Designer..................................... MICHAEL WOGULIS
Props Designer.............................................. CARTER VICKERS
Costume & Wig Designer............................... KEVANE LA’MARR COLEMAN
Lighting Designer.......................................... MASHUN TUCKER
Sound Designer............................................. ANDRE BUCK JR.
Sound Design Consultant.............................. NATHAN WAITS
Intimacy Coordinator.................................... ABBY HUFFSTETLER
Assistant Stage Manager.............................. BECCA MOORE
Costume Assistant......................................... MARYKATE REEVES HOCHE
Master Carpenter.......................................... GREG ERTEL
Scenic Painter............................................... ZACHARY ELLIOT

PRODUCTION SPONSOR:  
K.A. Keller 

SETTING:  
April 3rd, 1968 in Room 306 at 
the Lorraine Motel in Memphis, 
Tennessee

APPROXIMATE RUN TIME:  
90 minutes with no intermission.

Make sure to follow New Village Arts on social 
media & follow our new Instagram page for all 

things happening on the White Family Next Stage!

@nvanextstage

DIRECTED BY 
DURWOOD 
MURRAY JR.

SHOW DATES 
MAY 23–JUNE 22, 2025

WRITTEN BY  
KATORI HALL



We acknowledge that The Dea Hurston New Village Arts Center operates on the unceded land of the Payómkawichum (Pye-om-ko-wi-chom) 
(Luiseño) and Kumeyaay peoples. We further acknowledge that NVA was founded upon exclusions and erasures of many Indigenous peoples, 
including those who are the traditional Custodians and First people of the land on which we work, play, gather, share, and learn. New Village 
Arts honors the over 20,000 current tribal members living in the San Diego area, and promises to create a safe space for the local Native 
Communities to share the art, accomplishments, and history of their peoples. This is a starting point in our efforts to be more active in our local 
communities and we acknowledge that we have much further to go.
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MANAGER OF MARKETING &  
COMMUNICATIONS
LENA CEJA (she/her)
SOCIAL MEDIA MARKETING ASSISTANT
LANETTE GRANGER (she/her)
BOOKKEEPER
BRYTTNEY-MISCHELE  
SALVANT (she/her)
FELLOWSHIP MANAGER
MARCUS RICO (he/him)
TECHNICAL MANAGER 
TOM AGOSTA (he/him)
BAR & FACILITIES MANAGER
PAIGE CHADWICK (she/her)
DAYTIME BOX OFFICE REPRESENTATIVE
pug lee (they/them)
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In November of 2016, I felt compelled to take action. I was tired of just standing by 
as time marched on. In that moment, I felt powerless. What could I do? I’m just a 
normal person. Who would listen to me? Sometimes, taking a step back can give 
us the proper perspective to see exactly how powerful we are; even as just normal 
people. When I stepped back, I realized that being an artist was my power.

I feel privileged to use that power to present this play, showcasing the extraordinary 
and honorably revered Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., who at one point, was 
also a normal person. We see a day in his life, as he is in the depths of the Civil Rights 
Movement. The struggle, the pride, the passion. It all started in his local church, 
because he felt compelled to take action. Whether he knew it or not, every journey 
starts with one step. I like to think that what truly made him extraordinary isn’t just 
the extraordinary things he did, but that he took that first step. And after that first 
step, he took another…

Hopefully, this play will offer you some perspective, help you discover your power, 
and encourage you to take that first step.

DURWOOD MURRAY JR.
DIRECTOR

DIRECTOR’S NOTE

*Through his participation in Designing Creative Futures, an arts-focused reentry program by California Lawyers for the Arts.

NVA IS 
EXPANDING 
OUR BOARD!
FOR MORE INFORMATION,  
please contact Kristianne 

Kurner, Founder and 
Executive Artistic 

Director at kristianne@
newvillagearts.org.



CAST & CREATIVES CREATIVES
DEANDRE SIMMONS (he/him),  
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
DeAndre is thrilled to be making his debut with 
New Village Arts portraying the extraordinary 
man that was Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.! Like 
Dr. King, he is a proud life member of the 

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. Regional credits: Sweeney Todd in 
Sweeney Todd (SDMT), Ken in Ain’t Misbehavin’ directed by the late 
Ken Page, Boatman in Sunday in the Park with George and Narrator 
in Every Brilliant Thing (CCAE Theatricals), Montrellous in Clyde’s and 
Professor Bhaer in Little Women (Moxie Theatre), Caiaphas in Jesus 
Christ Superstar and Kerchak in Tarzan (Moonlight Theatre), Father 
in Children of Eden (Chicagoland Theatre), Al Calinda in Working 
(Philadelphia Theatre Co.), Big Daddy u/s and ensemble in Sweet 
Charity (Sledgehammer Theatre), Grand Inquisitor in Candide (Los 
Angeles Philharmonic). DeAndre is a recipient of the 2024 Craig Noel 
Award for Actor of the Year, given by the San Diego Critics Circle, 
for his body of work in the season and especially for his portrayal of 
Sweeney Todd. As a protege of the great Barbara Cook, he regularly 
appears in American Songbook concerts and performs a wide array 
of composers – Berlin to Rodgers and Hammerstein to Arlen to 
Sondheim and more. DeAndre is an international opera singer 
and works with symphonies and opera houses around the globe. 
Upcoming: Seti in Prince of Egypt (Moonlight Theatre), a songbook 
cabaret in Palm Springs and Chicago, and pops concerts on the East 
Coast. IG: @DeAndresVoice / www.deandresimmons.com

TAYLOR RENEE HENDERSON (she/her), 
Camae
Taylor is delighted to be back at New Village 
Arts after making her debut here last season 
as Nettie in The Color Purple. Taylor is a multi-
hyphenate artist and performer that has been 

working professionally on and offstage for an upwards of 10 years in 
both San Diego and Las Vegas. Recent credits include The Pros and Cons 
of Feeding Stray Cats (Playwrights Project at The Old Globe), Manny 
& The Wise Queens, Chicken & Biscuits (Oceanside Theatre Company), 
BottleShock! The Musical (CCAE), The Savoyard Murders (Roustabouts 
Theatre Co), Xanadu (SDMT), and the American premiere of The High 
Table (Diversionary). She also serves as the narrator of the Family 
Concert Series at The San Diego Symphony. You can catch her next 
performance in Karaoke Dreams later this summer with Blindspot 
Collective. Thank you for supporting the conversation and live theatre. 
Inspire. Aspire! IG: @tay.renee.onstage

ALLYCE CALLOWAY (she/her),  
Camae Understudy
Allyce Calloway is grateful to be returning to the 
NVA stage. She was last seen here as Margot 
in Legally Blonde. As a long time performer, 
Calloway has spent many years singing at 

LEGOLAND CA Resort, competing in scholarship pageants, being a party 
princess, and even taking to social media to grow her passion for all 
things beauty. Now with over 75 thousand followers on TikTok, Calloway 
finds joy in creating community online. @allycenotalice to follow her 
journey. You can even catch her this July as the Leading Player in Star 
Theatre’s production of Pippin! Calloway gives special thanks to this 
team as well as her friends and family for all of their support.

DURWOOD MURRAY JR. (he/him), Director
Durwood is ecstatic to make his directorial debut here at New 
Village Arts, the theatre he calls home. He has been previously 
seen in Miracle on 34th Street: A Live Musical Radio Play, The Servant 
of Two Masters and 1222 Oceanfront: A Black Family Christmas. 
He was also seen in The Savoyard Murders with The Roustabouts 
Theatre Co.; Handbagged and Our Lady of Kibeho at Moxie Theatre, 
and at Diversionary Theatre in The High Table, Well and One in Two. 
Durwood is currently the President of The San Diego Black Artists 
Collective whose mission is to amplify the voices of local black artists. 
He would like to thank The Usual Suspects, Wondrous Strange, and 
“The Corporation” for their love and support. 

NATHAN WAITS (he/him), Stage Manager &  
Sound Design Consultant
Nathan has been stage managing and building sets for productions 
around San Diego for about 10 years. Previously, he has served as 
the master carpenter for 1222 Oceanfront: A Black Family Christmas 
and Fun Home, and stage manager for Desert Rock Garden, Jez 
Butterworth’s The Ferryman, Singin’ in the Rain, Doubt, Fun Home, The 
39 Steps, 8Track: The Sounds of the 70’s, Miracle on 34th Street: A Live 
Musical Radio Play, The Half Life of Marie Curie, and La Havana Madrid 
(New Village Arts). He previously served as the resident set builder 
for Scripps Ranch Theatre (Lucky Stiff, Extreme Home Makeover, 
The Outsider, I Hate Hamlet, The Taming, and more), the master 
carpenter for The Roustabouts (Guntopia, Hand to God, True West), 
and the resident set builder/designer for Sage Creek High School (Les 
Miserables, Chicago, Legally Blonde, Into the Woods, Shakespeare in 
Love and many more). He thanks you for coming to see the show and 
hopes you enjoy!

CHRISTOPHER SCOTT MURILLO+ (he/him), Scenic Designer
Christopher Scott Murillo is a scenic designer, artist, and educator based 
in Los Angeles, CA. He is thrilled to be collaborating with New Village 
Arts once again. Since 2016, he has designed over fifteen productions 
here at New Village Arts. Recently, his stage designs have been seen at 
Antaeus Theatre Company, Sierra Madre Playhouse, Chance Theater, 
IAMA Theatre Company, Latino Theatre Company, and East West 
Players. As a production designer for television, his work can be seen on 
Paramount+ on The Ready Room with Wil Wheaton and Halo the Series: 
Declassified. He is a 2016 recipient of the Princess Grace Foundation 
Theater Fellowship. Currently, he is on faculty at UC RIVERSIDE in the 
Department of Theatre, Film and Digital Production. @csmdesign97 
+Member of IATSE, United Scenic Artists, Local USA 829

MICHAEL WOGULIS (he/him), Projections Designer
Michael Wogulis is a projection and scenic designer based in San 
Diego. He is thrilled to be back at New Village Arts after creating the 
projection design for La Havana Madrid, and the scenic designs for 
Miracle on 34th Street: A Live Musical Radio Play and The Thanksgiving 
Play earlier this season. Other projection design credits include: 
Once on this Island (Oceanside Theatre Company), Cleopatra (Moxie 
Theatre, Craig Noel nomination), and blu (UCSD). Scenic Design credits 
include: The Prom (San Diego Musical Theatre), Gruesome Playground 
Injuries (Loud Fridge Theatre Group), Once on this Island (Oceanside 
Theatre Company), Macbeth (CSULA), Clyde’s (Moxie Theatre), The 
Glass Menagerie (Diversionary Theatre), The Four Note Opera (Kallisti 
Ensemble), Ariodante (Opera Neo), blu, Machinal, Hells Canyon, and 
Much Ado About Nothing (UCSD). Michael is a double alumnus of UC 
San Diego, having received both a BA in Theatre and an MFA in Scenic 
Design from the university. michaelwogulis.com

CARTER VICKERS (he/him), Props Designer
Carter is super excited to be working on The Mountaintop! He is 
primarily a scenic, props, & production designer, having recently 
worked as an Assistant Scenic Designer here at New Village Arts 
(La Havana Madrid & The Half-Life of Marie Curie). He's also worked 
with The Antaeus Theatre Company, IAMA Theatre Company, Chance 
Theater, Theatricum Botanicum, and The Muny. He holds a degree 
in Theatre Arts and Film, Television, and Media Studies from Loyola 
Marymount University. Many thanks to Christopher Scott Murillo and 
the rest of the wonderful production team! @carter.vickers

KEVANE LA’MARR COLEMAN (he/him), Costume & Wig Designer
Kevane is thrilled to work on another Katori Hall production, this time 
behind the scenes. He was last seen as Isom Faciane in The Hot Wing 
King (Cygnet Theatre). Passionate about telling Black and Brown 

stories, Kevane continues to expand his artistry in design. Recent 
credits include: Wig Designer, 8-TRACK: The Sounds of the ‘70s (New 
Village Arts); Costume Designer, DOUBT: A Parable (New Village Arts); 
Wig Designer, The 39 Steps (New Village Arts); Assistant Wig Designer/
Wig Maintenance & Reset, The Color Purple (New Village Arts).

MASHUN TUCKER (he/him), Lighting Designer
Mashun is an Artist based in San Diego. Recent design credits include 
Curtains, The Mountain Song (Coronado Playhouse) & Bright Star 
(Lamplighters Community Theatre). Past NVA credits include 1222 
Oceanfront: A Black Family Christmas (2023). Mashun is grateful to be 
returning to NVA to bring this special work to your eye view.

ANDRE BUCK JR. (he/him), Sound Designer
Andre is a sound and lighting designer for theater arts and is proud to 
be debuting at NVA. Buck loves to work in the San Diego community 
and has previously worked with Oceanside Theater Company, La 

CREATIVES



Jolla Playhouse, The Bonitafest Melodrama, Teatro Máscara Mágica, 
Teatro San Diego, Southwestern College.

ABBY HUFFSTETLER (they/them), Intimacy Coordinator
Abby Leigh Huffstetler thrives within the intersections of creative 
expression, arts education and physical storytelling. They are an 
actor, educator, intimacy choreographer, actor-combatant and 
clown. Education: MFA in Theatre & Dance from UC San Diego, BFA 
in Performing Arts from SCAD. Abby holds certifications in multiple 
weapons within The Society of American Fight Directors. Intimacy 
Choreography credits: TL;DR (Diversionary); The Wolves (Company 
157); 900 Years (UCSD); Two Kids That Blow Shit Up (UCSD); Fight 
Choreography credits: Our Dear Dead Drug Lord (Moxie); Feywild 
(UCSD); Abby is an Actors Theatre Professional Training Company 
alum. There is no space for the perpetuation of white supremacy in 
their process and exploration.

BECCA MOORE (she/her), Assistant Stage Manager
Becca Moore graduated with her BA in Theatre at UCSD in June 
2024. UCSD credits: Orlando (PA), WinterWorks24 (ASM), and The 
Half-Sibling Play (ASM). La Jolla Playhouse credits: DNA: New Work 

Series (PA) and WOW Festival; American Dream Casino (PSM). New 
Village Arts credits: The Thanksgiving Play (PSM). She is happy to 
return and continue working with New Village Arts!

MARYKATE REEVES-HOCHE (she/her), Costume Assistant
Volunteer within the costume team permanently assigned to the 
theater. A retired scientist with a passion for textiles.

ZACHARY ELLIOTT (he/him), Scenic Painter
Zachary is an award winning scenic artist who has worked at venues 
all around San Diego county. He is happy to be continuing to work 
alongside all of the talented artists at New Village Arts! 

KATORI HALL (she/her), Playwright
Pulitzer Prize–winning and two time Tony Award–nominated 
Memphis-native Katori Hall is the book writer and co-producer of the 
West End and Broadway hit Tina: The Tina Turner Musical. She’s also the 
creator and showrunner of P-Valley, the breakout Starz drama based 
on her play Pussy Valley. Katori’s latest theatrical piece, The Hot Wing 
King, premiered in Spring 2020 at the Signature Theatre and won 
the 2021 Pulitzer Prize for Drama. Her play The Mountaintop, which 

vividly reimagines the final night of Martin Luther King’s life, won the 
Laurence Olivier Award for Best New Play in 2010 before opening on 
Broadway to critical acclaim. Katori’s other works include the award-
winning Hurt Village, Hoodoo Love, Saturday Night/ Sunday Morning, 
Our Lady of Kibeho, Children of Killers, and The Blood Quilt. She is also 
the director of the award-winning short, Arkabutla. Katori is an alumna 
of Columbia University, ART at Harvard University, and Juilliard. She’s a 
graduate of the Sundance Episodic Lab’s inaugural class, the Sundance 
Screenwriting Lab, and Ryan Murphy’s Half Foundation Directing 
Program. Katori’s other awards include a Susan Smith Blackburn 
Prize, two Lecomte du Nouy Prizes from Lincoln Center, National Black 
Theatre’s August Wilson Playwriting Award, NAACP Image Award for 
Best Television Drama, the Columbia University Medal of Excellence, 
and many more. @katorihall www.katorihall.com

KRISTIANNE KURNER (she/her), Founder &  
Executive Artistic Director
Kristianne founded New Village Arts in 2001, and she has grown the 
organization from a starting budget of $2,500 with two employees 
to a current budget of $1.6 million with over 20 employees. Trained 
as an actor and director, she has worked on every NVA theatrical 
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production. Her directing credits include Awake & Sing! The Weir, The 
Trip to Bountiful, True West, Sailor’s Song, The Waverly Gallery, A Lie of 
the Mind, and the premiere outside of Broadway and London of Jez 
Butterworth’s The Ferryman. Her work has received numerous awards, 
including San Diego Theatre Critics Circle and KPBS Awards for Theatre 
Excellence. She is the recipient of the Clare Rose Sabbatical Award from 
Fieldstone Leadership Network and serves on the Board of the Carlsbad 
Chamber of Commerce. Education: BFA Theatre, College of William & 
Mary; MFA Acting, the Actors Studio/New School.

KALI BOSTON (she/her), Artistic Producer
Originally from Massachusetts, Kali moved to California to pursue 
her passion in producing and directing. After graduating from the 
University of California, San Diego with a BA in Theatre, Kali has 
been a part of many different theaters and festivals including: La 
Havana Madrid, The Half-Life of Marie Curie, Miracle on 34th Street: 
A Live Musical Radio Play,  8-TRACK: The Sounds of the ‘70s, The Color 
Purple, The 39 Steps, Fun Home, (Producer, NVA), Jewish Arts Festival 
2024 (Production Manager), A Weekend with Pablo Picasso (Assistant 
Director, NVA), Heathers: The Musical (Producer/Director, Zorina 
Productions).



INTRODUCING SEASON 24 2024-2025
@ NEW VILLAGE ARTS

NEW VILLAGE ARTS | 2787 STATE STREET | CARLSBAD VILLAGE | 760.433.3245 | NEWVILLAGEARTS.ORG | @NEWVILLAGEARTS

 CREATECONNECTCARRYON 

SUPPORT CARLSBAD

MAR 27–APR 26 / 2026

AUG 8–SEP 21 / 2025
OCT 31–DEC 24  / 2025

JAN 23–FEB 22  / 2025

JUN 5–JUL 19 / 2026

THREE, FOUR & FIVE SHOW 
SUBSCRIPTIONS AVAILABLE!
Subscriptions on sale to the public June 2nd!



This Bridge represents gifts received between October and December 2024.

Recognizing the important place New Village Arts holds 
in North County, in the Fall of 2024 Prebys Foundation 
generously created the opportunity to secure our future 
for generations to come. We need your help to BUILD 
THE BRIDGE to the future and protect adventurous 
artistic experiences for our community. 

PREBYS CHALLENGE GRANT

TO THE FUTURE

HELP US

with the

BUILD THE BRIDGE

YOU CAN MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE

$50,000 and above/ Prebys Foundation, Myers Family Trust

$25,000 - $49,999/ Conan Construction, 5 North Media

$10,000 - $24,999/ Bridge Philanthropic Consulting, Patrick Farley, 
Mary and Jack Kerr

$2,500 - $9,999/ BWE, Kathy and Bill Deering, Five Alarm Security, 
K.A. Keller, Peggy Maher, Trudy Mangrum, Jay and Julie Sarno, 
Don and Becky Sciglimpaglia, Jocelyn Shannon, Mark Silver and 
Katherine Michaud

$1,000 - $2,499/ Peggy Doherty, Hurston Family, Philip Lurie, 
Marianne and Mike Pekala, Alan and Eve Stall (+ matching 
contribution), Lou Storrow

$500 - $999/ Brenda Beckett, June Chocheles, Lanette Granger, 
Osborn Hurston, Kristianne Kurner, Cassie Langan, Jim Mickelson, 
Don and Sarah Stump

$100 - $499/ Kathy Brombacher, Mike Carson, Girish Balachandran 
and Linda Clerkson, Joan and Doug Cumming, Patricia Flaherty-
Coffey, Merryl Goldberg, Lanette Granger, Maxine Hess, Jackie 
Mazur, Jim Mickelson and Karen Hughes, Ed Parish, Milena (Sellers) 
Phillips, Barbara and Stan Rubin, Terry Sonnack, Beth Urech, 
Rich and Shari Walls, Ward Family, Robin and Darin White, Judy 
Woiemberghe, Chris Wood

Up to $100/ Anonymous, Ann Crosbie, Maria-Pia Duffy, Joseph Faletti, 
Mike Farrell, Portia Gregory, Dr Joan Hanor, Jane Hind, Denise Hollis, 
Dan Huff, John Hunt, Jessica Hurston, Jo Kessler, Micke Mastro, Jennifer 
Paterson, Peter Marin, Marjorie Miller, Dr Morgan Peterson, Christy 
Rosa, David Sein, Joan and Pete Suffredini, Lowell Thomas, Daniel 
Watts, Audrey Wehba, Jason and Korrie Yamaoka, DeMilo Young

THANK YOU 
TO OUR 
BRIDGE 

CAMPAIGN 
DONORS!

WITH YOUR 
SUPPORT, YOUR 
NAME WILL BE 
ADDED TO OUR 

BRIDGE!

SCAN TO 
DONATE

CHALLENGE GRANT  
GOALS

$625,000  
as a  
CHALLENGE GRANT  
to complete the 
investment in the 
building

>$125,000 by Dec. 31, 2024 	
ACHIEVED!!
>$250,000 by June 30, 2025

>$250,000 by Dec. 31, 2025

EVERY DOLLAR 
IS MATCHED! 

ABOUT THE PREBYS CHALLENGE GRANT: In October of 2024, Prebys Foundation awarded NVA with an 
incredible opportunity: a $625,000 challenge grant to complete the investment in our center. So far, NVA has raised 
$230,000 towards this goal. We need to raise an additional $145,000 by June 30th and the final $250,000 by 
December 31st, 2025. Your support, in any amount, would mean the world to us and instantly be matched by Prebys.

BUT WAIT, THERE’S MORE! Two other couples, the Myers and the Kerrs, have offered an ADDITIONAL $45,000 
CHALLENGE GRANT!  This means that any gift you make before June 30th will be matched by the Myers and Kerrs 
up to $45,000 and then that combined gift is matched by Prebys! YOUR GIFT INSTANTLY QUADRUPLES!

THIS IS A BIG YEAR FOR NEW VILLAGE ARTS, AND YOUR 
CONSIDERATION OF TWO GIFTS: 

One to support our operating expenses and one to be matched 
by the Prebys Foundation to complete the investment in the 
building, is greatly appreciated.

New Village Arts has created a village of caring, generous, and 
forward-thinking people over the years and we are honored to 
have YOU as a crucial part of that Village.





The Dea Hurston Fellowship was created to address 
the lack of paid opportunities for women, BIPOC, 
and other underserved theater administrators, 
artists, and students in our region.

As a young girl, Dea was denied access to dance 
lessons and other artistic ventures due to the 
prevailing racist attitudes, politics, and laws. 
The Dea Hurston Fellowship has been her way to 
ensure that young women of color not only have 
access to the arts, but paid training, mentorship, 
and exposure to all aspects and vocations within 
the arts industry.

Miss Dea, as she was 
affectionately known by our staff, 
was one of the strongest and 
most inspirational women we’ve 
ever known. The world has lost 
an incredible light. She had an 
indelible impact in the San Diego 
theatre community: mentoring, 
encouraging, supporting, loving, 
and always, telling her truth. We 
feel so fortunate to have shared in 
Dea’s extraordinary life.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF DEA HURSTON
MAY 15, 1951 – JULY 7, 2024 

To Learn More about the 
 Dea Hurston Fellowship,  

please visit the link in our QR Code: 

THE DHF IS MADE POSSIBLE 
THANKS TO THE SUPPORT OF:

Miki Vale

Lena Ceja Liberty-Belle Garza-Omae

Russell Crow Aunya Graham

Julia Franca Alyssa Rodriquez 

Bryttney-Mischele Salvant

Lilea Alvarez
Mentored by Delicia Turner-Sonnenberg

Mentored by Eric Tippeconnic

Mentored by Marc Akiyama, Kevin “Blax” 
Burroughs, and Evan Eason

ANNOUNCING THE 2024-2025
 DEA HURSTON FELLOWS

DEA HURSTON 
PROFESSIONAL 
FELLOWS

2024 
2025

DEA HURSTON 
COLLEGE 
FELLOWS

2024 
2025



New Village Arts  is a community-
supported not-for-profit company. 
Your contribution will qualify as 
a charitable contribution. NVA’s 
Federal Tax ID # is:  #52-2320930.

SCAN TO 
DONATE

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER  |  $50,000 and above
City of Carlsbad • Endeavor Bank • Jazzercise • Conrad Prebys Foundation • Ray Charles Foundation   

• The Myers Family Trust • US Bank • Scott and Donna White and the White Family Trust
SPONSOR  |  $25,000 – $49,999

Ginn Family Foundation • K.A. Keller • County of San Diego’s Board of Supervisors  

PRODUCER  |  $15,000 – $24,999
The Barter Family • California Arts Council • Peace Thru Art • Janet Heidorn • Mary and Jack E. Kerr, Jr.

CO-PRODUCER  |  $10,000 – $14,999
Jack and Valerie Cumming • Dr. Donald and Becky Sciglimpaglia • Tippett Foundation • M. Wesley Marx and Judith Marx in 

memory of Wesley Marx • Sahm Family Foundation • Youths Friends Association
DIRECTOR  |  $5,000 – $9,999

Patrick Farley • Thomas C. Janecek • Jay and Julie Sarno* • Jocelyn Shannon
ENSEMBLE  |  $2,500 – $4,999

Anonymous • Kathy and Bill Deering • Margaret Doherty • Edward Koch • Trudy Mangrum • Barbara & Bill Weiler

ACTOR  |  $1,000 – $2,499 
Kathy Brombacher • California Lawyers for the Arts • Carl and Colette Burke • Chris and Kay Byrnes • Lynn Cooper • Nancy Cunningham • Andrew DeCaminada 
• Katie Desai • Peggy Doherty • Margie Frazee • Judy and Bill Garrett • Merryl Goldberg • In loving memory of Jim and Pat Hansen • Erin and James Jenkins in 
memory of Mike Hunter • Kristianne Kurner • Dea and Osborn Hurston • Philip Lurie • Ellen and Steve Mitgang • Charles Mol • Marilyn J. Myers • Mark Page • Mike 
and Marianne Pekala • Phillips + Co. Real Estate • Milena Sellers Phillips • Dr. Mary Katherine Reeves-Hoche • Candace Sage • Teresa Shaffer • Stephanie Sides • 
Mark Silver and Katherine Michaud • Alan and Eve Stall • Louis Storrow • Peggy Ann Wallace • Jean Walker • Larry and Laurie Weinberger • William and Sally Willis

PARTNER  |  $500 – $999
Anonymous • Barrio Glassworks • Carlsbad Rotary Foundation • Joseph G. Charest • June Chocheles • Girish Balachandran & Linda Clerkson • Joan & Doug Cumming • Doll 
Family Trust • Celeste Edmonston • The Foote Family • David and Becky Ebershoff • Timothy Garth • Dale and Rita Geldert • Lanette Granger • Andie Harvey • Dr. Peter and Mrs. 
Megan Hoagland • Beth Hulsart • Osborn Hurston • John and Shanta Hurston • Neal and Vivien Joebchen • Dr. David K Jordan • Elizabeth Kaufmann • Jo Marie & Dean Kessler 
• Jessica Kretzer • Cassie and John Langan • Jim Mickelson • Ann and Bruce Mortland • Nishi-Cashour Trust • Marianne and Michael Pekala • Diane Proulx • The Raskin Family 
Foundation • Todd Salovey • Stephen K. Seaborg • Dr. Karen Seal Stewart • Don Stump • Julie & Jeff Walker • The Ward Family • Craig Wheatcroft • Dr. Maria and Randy Zack

ENTHUSIAST  |  $100 – $499
Efren Abieras • Paula Alexander • Anonymous • Mary Arana • Robert & Susan Arnold • Gale Ashleigh • Bradford Bates • Brenda Beckett • Dr. Geoffrey Bell • Denise & Lon Bevers • Donna Billmeyer 
• Susan Boland • Gerilyn Brault • Larry Brem • Jill Bruzga • Dawn Calvetti • Marilyn Campbell • Mike Carson •Mary Alice Cedrone • Carol and Robert Clark • Brady Clay • Patricia Flaherty-Coffey • 
Michelle Conde in honor of Alix Conde • Eloise Coopersmith • Gigi Cramer • Carol Dedrich • Maxine Hess • Kelly Hillegeist • Kevin Doyle • Paul and Marsha Dufour • Gene and Joyce Evenskaas • Joseph 
Faletti • Mike Farrell  • Mark and Laura Feld • Alixe & Andy Fesler • Roberta Fields • Mackenzie & Brendan Foote • Beverly Fremont • Todd and Jeanne Frommelt • Elizabeth Gillespie • Caroline Gunner 
• David and Laurie Guss • Ron Ham • May Hamza • Bonnie Hanlon • Mary Harvey • Steven and Julia Huff • Joann & Mark Hayden • Maxine Hesse • Sara Hoff in memory of Louise Crane • Dr. H. Barry 
and Lucy V. Holt • Nancy Huelsmann • Rosemarie Kubes • Kristianne Kurner • Laura Kurner • John and Kelly Labeta • Chris LaZich & Naomi Stevens • Aymeric Lecanu-Fayet • Harry & Kay Leibowitz 
• Ethan + Landon L. • Bob & Karen Lennon • Barbara & Griff Lewis • Thomas K. & Beverley Ann Lindsey • Andrew Lippman • John and Pam Lundblad • Joan and John Lynn • Elizabeth Matthews • 
Jackie Mazur • Helen & Jim McCarthy • Mary McCaw • Ann McDonald  • Angela McMillen • Marilyn Metzler • Louis & Judi Mezzullo • Jeff Millard • Cheri Monis • Steve Monis • Dorothy and Ron Moore 
• Kelly Moore-Stewart • Deborah L. Murphy • Janis Musante • Elaine Nielsen • Julie Nygaard • Ed Parish • Orlando Perez • Jennifer Prisk • William Purves • Lorrine M. Reich • Lisa Rodman • Barbara 
and Stan Rubin • Amy Rypins • Gail Saito • Adele Saleh • Alan Salton • Marie Schumacher • Roy Sekigahama • Donna M. Shaw • Dr. Dee Silver • Marvin Sippel • Barbara Skier • Lynn Smith • Joseph 
Smith • Terry Sonnack • Tiffany and Jacques Spitzer • Teresa Starinieri • Adriane Stebbins • Marla Stevens and Ralph Thomas • Dr. David E. Summers • Rebecca Theilmann • Mike and Barb Thompson 
• Gail Tolleson • Marty & Vern Ummel • Beth Urech • Carole & Jerry Ursetti • Mac VanDuzer • Joanne Volpe • June Walker • Richard and Sheri Walls • Erica Marie Weisz • Wende West • Annemarie 
Whalen • Robin White • Betty Winchester • Judy Woiemberghe • Jerry and Tina Wolsborn • Chris Wood •Samuel Woodhouse • James Wray • The Young Family • Janet Yamaoka • Sandra Zarcades

THANK YOU TO OUR 2025 GALA DONORS & SPONSORS!
Apex 365 •  Dr Lee AcuSuccess • The San Diego Museum of Art • Oceanside Museum of Art • Monica Martin Fine Arts • US Bank • Candle Bar • Napatini Wine Bar • Havana Cabana • Janell 
Cannon •  Jalisco Cantina • Taste of Carlsbad Village • Mike Carson • Farmhouse Catering • Living Coast Discovery Center • Carlsbad Golf Center • Paul E. Peters Chiropractic Inc. • Cicciotti's • 
El Camino Country Club • Ed Colson • Oceanside Theatre Company • Emerald Isle Golf Course • City Cruises • Joan Cumming • Christine Davis • Bill & Kathy Deering • Peggy Maher Doherty 
• Cameron Fitness • The Flower Fields • Agua Hedionda Lagoon Foundation • 264 Fresco • Froglanders • Barrio Glassworks • The Old Globe • Merryl Goldberg • Kathryn & Andreas Graf • 
Bluewater Grill • Senor Grubbys • Handel's • Bryant Hernandez • Via Vai Cucina Italiana • Viggilucci Cucina Italiana • Jeune et Jolie • Horace Jones • K.A. Keller • Jack Kerr • Ohh La La • Cassie 
Langan • Susan Locker • Lofty • Monica Martin • Susan McBride and Gina McBride, Animal House Pet Care • Moonlight Cultural Foundation • The San Diego Natural History Museum • The San 
Diego Air and Space Museum • Museum of Making Music • The Myers Family • San Diego Opera • Save our Heritage Organisation • Kids for Peace • Laurie & Doug Pettit • Susan Posner • Del 
Mar Photographics • Pure Project • Blanca Rincon • Shari Roberts • Dr. Fred Ruben & Dr. Mary Kate Reeves-Hoche • Bitchin Sauce • Gretchen Schroeder • Don & Becky Sciglimpagilia • Carlsbad 
By The Sea • Shootz • Village Rock Shop • Copper Cane Spirits • Kirt and Leslie Stephenson • San Diego Symphony • Pure Taco • Zoe Lynne Thrope • Vigilucci's • California Watersports • Witch 
Creek Winery • Carruth Winery • Solterra Winery • Chris & Susan Wortmann

*Gifts Given through Funds at the Jewish Community Foundation.
This listing reflects gifts received between May 14th, 2024 to May 14th, 2025. We are grateful for the generosity of our donors and have made every effort to ensure accuracy in the 

donor listing. To report an error, please contact Bre Eugenio at bre@newvillagearts.org or 760.433.3245.

SUPPORT

THERE ARE MANY WAYS TO MAKE A GIFT:
	• MAIL A CHECK to New Village Arts, 2787 State Street, 
Carlsbad, CA 92008

	• VISIT THE WEBSITE at  newvillagearts.org/donate
	• Consider becoming a MONTHLY DONOR and GIVING  
YEAR-ROUND!

	• ATTEND A FUNDRAISING EVENT 
	• DONATE STOCK (NVA has an account with Charles Schwab)
	• If you are at least age 701/2, you may DONATE YOUR IRA, 
401K OR 403B required minimum distribution (RMD) 
directly to NVA and avoid federal income taxes on your gift

	• REACH OUT to Founder and Executive Artistic Director 
Kristianne Kurner at 760-845-8020 or kristianne@
newvillagearts.org. She’s happy to meet and discuss the 
best options for your giving!  

For 24 years, New Village Arts has been a cornerstone of 
creativity in North County San Diego, bringing bold, adventurous 
storytelling to our community and playing a vital role in the 
revitalization of Carlsbad Village. With the opening of the Dea 
Hurston New Village Arts Center in 2023, we’ve entered an 
exciting new chapter—one that expands access to the arts, 
nurtures diverse voices, and deepens our impact. 

Your support helps us continue this work, bringing world-class 
theater, education programs, and artistic experiences to our 
community. Join us in shaping the future of the arts—please 
consider making a donation today! 

WE NEED YOUR HELP  
NOW MORE THAN EVER! 

2007-2023 (pre-renovation), 2787 State Street, Carlsbad Village

It’s our people 
who make us 
who we are 

and we are so 
grateful to have 
you as part of 

our village.

THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS DONORS, IT TAKES A VILLAGE! 




